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difference in many things in Gods houſe, yet there 
is no eſſential difference among theſe things: This 
no man does acknowledge. There was a Feaſt 
at the Table, that people may partake of ; and: there is 
Crumbs that are not eſſentially different from theſe great 
Loaves ; there is ſome that (its at his Elbow at the Table; 
_ and there are athers that are but Dogs in their eſteem, | 
and yet have a true intereſt, but creep in among the \ | 
bearns, and eat the Crumbs that fall from the Table z 
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v i E Doctrine is thus : Although there is gradual 


— 


(2) 
yet-that- is: eſſential bread, as well as the great loaves, 
1. What be thoſe things of God wherein there is ſuch 


gradual difference ? and wherein doth 1t appear ? 
2. We hall ſhew, thongh there be a gradual difference, 
yet there is no cfſential difference. 3. Wh 
hath reſolv'd to keep ſuch a difference , had it not been 
much matter, if his Servants had been all one of the ſame 


y the Lord 


[1ze. 


The firſt thing wherein this appears, there is a differ- 
ence among the peoples tranſgreſſions 3 ſo there is a 
gradual difference among them in the Law- work, which 
prepares Chriſts work throughout the Soul : There is 
ſome that hath fuch Convictions, as they can ſcarcely 
ſay, that they have the impreſſion of them upon their 
heart 3 and there are ſome others, who are kept many 
days under the fpirit of bondage, and (o weighty up- 
on-them, as they wete poitig to hang themſelves, or ſtab 
themſelves, yea ſome put ſtone-blind with the terror 
of conſcience; it hath been the mercy of ſome, that 


_ they have not. been put ' upon. that extremity. - Then 


there is a difference in the Lords out-giving of ſaving- 
grace, yet keeping that rule as they take up, God to 
b2 God, and Sin to:be (in ; yet O,. how far are they 
from that fagacity of Grace and Wiſdomthat others par- 
take of !- the Lord hath given to ſome toſook to Chriſt; 
and they. dare #0 no'more ; but he gtyeth to others, to 
receive him in- open arms, and he makes out all. his re- ' 
2e)pts with-a different proportion, yet no ground of 
qyarreling:. and fo it is in all the reſt of the Graces ; 
joma dare not venture upon ſuffering, as others ; and 
'on © gets.{trength 1 the temptavion to ſtand. 
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'3- There is a gradual diflerence 1n the manfeftation 
of his ſpecial communication of. his favour atid face, the 
blinks of Gods face : There was ſome got but ſuch a 
taſte, as ſcarce did they think any thing at all ; others 
have got Wine and Apples, and ſo there is ſome call'd 
babes, others young men for ſtrength, others Fathers for 
experience : Then there is a gradual difference ia pro- 
miſes, made to all thefe forementioned fizes, which 
agrees to the perſon, asan inſtance to them that hungers, 
and ſo-are differently moulded according to the: Pa- 
rity. 

The ſecond thing 18 to let you ſee, that there is no 
eflential difference amongſt them, conſidering the true 
nature of things themſelves, - that we bave action of, to 
partake in the meaneſt fize ; there 1s no eflential 9git- 
ference from thoſe who partake ia the leaſt, or greateſt 
ſize. Firſt in the Law-work, which makes way through- 
out the ſouls of people for Chriſt ; ſome has gotten but 
little of that work, yet ſuch has walk'd afterward ; 
that they durſt not ſay, but that they had the grace of 
God, as well as they that have had much of it ; for in 
both cauſes there has: been a belief of the curſe, and 
propriation of the curſe of the Law to themſelves for 
ſin; then the party from the apprehenſion of its miſery 
being paſt hope of all relief from its ſelf, and ſuch a 
ſelf-diſcovery, as emptying it ſelf as full room has been 
for Chriſt 5 and fo its call'd the /ike precions faith, but 
the like flrong ; ſo both kind of perſons, there 18 an 4m- 
propriation of the fulneſs of Chriſt to the heart jjoyn- 
ag with it, for thereia ſtands the true efſenoce of faith, 
os the Creator applies Chriſt in the;promiſes to its 
cauſe, although it knows not if it comeiſpeed : It it 2 
A 2 fo, 
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ſo,.why do we carp, that we have not ſo much faith. as 
others 2 We have the Eflentials of Grace in like man- 
ner ; there is no eſſential difference in the Grace of 
Love ; for firſt, is there not that operating Love to put 
him above all the creatures with-an 1nvincible reſpect 
to.him, that all the waters cannot quench ; he keeps 
ſtill, in both cauſes, a regard of his commands upon the 
heart, upon. which the Spirit of God has terminate the 
love of God, though ye have not that overcoming obe- 
dience to the Commands of God. 

Then next in the Grace of Patience, there is a gra- 
du1l difference, though no eſſential : And I'know this 
troubles much the People of God, that they can be fo 
far different from others in ſubmiſſion, yet dar't not 
ſay - that. they have no grace; yet I will let you ſee, 
that it is nat the meaneſt degree of patience, that they 
have given way to Cariſt- throughout their ſoul, and 
that they have re(pe& to his Commands, for that muſt. 
take up the. party, for their patience will not do, if 
that be not ; if ye grant-that, then ye mult grant this 
alſo, that.all the Graces of God are in them 1n habit : 
ſo here is a ſelf-judging, and cordial juſtifying of God, 
and deliberately ſubmits to-him 1n their cold blood; and 
when their heart will not ſubmit, they appeal to God for 
it. Then hcreby ye may apprehend, that there is no eſ: 
ſential difference among.the- Works of Grace, becauſe 
the promiſes are cqually caſt out toall degrees ; ſo pro- 
miſe is made, as well to him- that looks, as to him that 
eats: this will hold it out, that there 18 as goad account 
of the meanelt degree of gracious receipts, and of the 
meanecſt (ize in difficult caſes, and in the day of ſ(uffer- 
iag and teſtifying.for Chriſts intereſt, as of a people that. 
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are of a greater uſe; and many times the weak-(t, that 
we icarcely expected any good acct of at their Jeath, 
hath a better confeſſion of Chriſt thau the greateſt pro- 
felſor ; and the reaſon is, Chriſt has gotten his peny- 
worths of the man that was ſo noted for a profcſiar ; 
but a poor body, that was never known, goes away to 
death, glorifying God to the refreſhing of all ſtanders 
by. z then all theſe different degrees of Grace are the 
work of one aid the, ſame. gracious Spirit, and works 
one and the ſame graces, and work alſo gracious ends, 
that ſays there is no difference eſſentially, though there 
be different adminiſtrations and manifeſtations, and is 
uniting to him, and ſo conforming, that all theſe graci- 
ous. adminiſtrations carry on ſuch.an end. | | 

The next thing is, Why doth God keep a gradual 
ditierence? may not he keep a great ſtock of faith, pa- 
tience and love to keep his poogec comfortable, than to 
hold them after this manner 2? We indeed think ſo, but 
he, becauſe the Lord has reſolv'd to give out divers Ad- 
miniſtratioas, of which himſelf is head ; and he will 
have different members of his body, with which he will 
be ſerved with divers Admiailtrationsof the Spirit ; he 
will have eyes, tongue, hands, yea love more than I do, 
yet I believe more than ye know. 

213, This gradual difference the Lord keep, that. the. 
ranſome may þe ſtill in requeſt ; for if we had gotten 
19 our hand, we ſhould haveloſt reſpeQ-to the ranſome, 
the thought of our infirmities., and that we muſt come 
to-Chrilt, makes him precious. to us... 

31, He is pleaſed .to keep this- diverſity of admini- 
{tration, becauſe earth cannot bear grace in its perfeQi- 


oa. therefore. the Lord: hath hewen it out in a ſmall 
mea- 


of his 
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- meaſure, for the Lord is reſolved to tranſplant all the 


thing of the Holy Ghoſt ; we would work no mo 
Grace were at its perfeQtion. 

5ly, The Lord 1s pleaſed to do, becauſe he intends 
that there ſhall be a clear difference between heaven and' 
earth ; O how ſweet will Heaven, and Chriſt, and the 
fulneſs of joy ax his right hand be to the ſoul that is ne- 
ver fatiate! how (weet will heaven be to .him that 
never could: get corruption mortified, but was trailed 
many a day up and dowa with it. 

[nfer. 1. Go not away then with an evil report of him, 
though ye fiad not theſe things in your ſelf, that others 
people has found ; and I obteſt you to count 
Crumbs ellential bread, though ye get nu more at pre- 
ſeat, make ſure of the truc nature and betng of Grace ; 
make ſure, that ye have a reſpe& to his Commands, tho 
ye cannot pet further to any mark of grace. 2. Do nar 
judge with a ſpirit of jealouſie, becauſe ye are not all 
of the ſame lize; there is ſume below you 1n underſtand- 
1nag the matters of God ; that when it comes to the poiat, 
will be as particular in confeſſion of the truth as any. 
5. Be not cenforious, though any with many degrees 
(hall fall into corruption. But thea again, 1f he that has 
but grace in the third degree, come honourably through- 
our, not polluted with the temptation, hdw aggravating 
is thy fia 2 who has received grace in the {1xth degree? 
But be it known to you, that-it is not-degrees of grace 
that.hglds up grace to fight with corruption and tempta- 
i bY [trtron, but the Soveraigaty that makes it 
(ts e; for if it were the degrees of grace that kecp + man 
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up, how corey it that he who has the lively exerciſe of 


SIacc,. 


trees of grace to Emanxe!'s Land, where there 1s 7 
r 
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grace, he is almoſt avercome of a temptation, and foiled 
10 an evil frame, and grace at under with him, that he is 
rundown with corruption: Truly none can give a reafon 
for it; but he who has ſet bound to the Sea, and ſaid, Hz- 
tberto ſhalt thou cone, and no further ; hath ſet bounds 
to a mans corruptions, that ſuch a length it ſhall come, 
and no farther ; therefore liſten much to God and his 


grace, yea in the higheſt degree that men do create, and 
that with influences of the ſpirit. 7. That the gradual 
degrees of grace and parts 1s not founded upon diſpro- 
portion of natural proprieties. 8. Grace runs in that 
channel, that moſt in forthcoming, where leaſt expetted : 
and this becauſe they are come of an evil kind, and evil 
edification, and ſo few means of grace, and fo little pro- 
fefſions; and'yet all of theſe good ſymptoms of a choice 
Chriſtian. 9g. For ground of encouragement, the Ma- 
ſters honour and glory, and our well-being is winded 
up, that is, our ſtanding (tedfaſt in an evil time, and1sthe 
accompliſhmenr of all the greate(t promiſes in the word, 
fiace we have many (weet clouds and thowers of prayers 
inbehalf of thoſe who own the truths of God; and if we 
were not more behalden to other mens prayers than our 
own, we ſhould be-in a poor cafe ; but there will be forth- 
coming in many, beyond expeQetion, in reſpect of ſolid 
acknowledgment, and bearing witneſs: to the truths of 
God in a declining time, when people, when great parts 


will fail: but there will be rich forthcoming in point of 


faith ; it's ealie believing, when'no oppolitian; to call the 


much ſay great things, they would do, will exceedingly 
tranſcend great lights:inteſttmony- bearing, 10, There 
will 


Soveraignty, and very little'to your own receipts of 


Coyrt, when none calls again; but thoſe who durſt never 


(Ss) 
will be forthcoming, in point of Charity to ſuffering 

worthy Miniſters, and others of his people in ſtrait for 
him : and 1 aſſure you, that this is not the leaſt piece of 
Religion. But 4. as the reaſon why Gbd takes this way, 
becauſe it's moſt uſual, that way which-we pitch on, and 
that perſon we eſteem and mean elect ; the Lord truſts 
It, and it's a hundred, to one and ever-he' proceed that 
road way. . Now..you that are great profeſſors in the 
Countrey, pray you deſire not tryals ; people ſays, that 
they will do this, and that, and the other thing, when 
call'd to it : away with your Romances. 5. We have 
much hope of ſome peoples praiſe, faithfulceſs and ho- 


| n<{ty, who have little or none of themſelves. ' Be not 


then upon no-terms. caſten to a diſpondeacy, when the 
matter comes to a. choak,* becauſe ye have nothing pro- 
miſing in you anſ{werable thereto, for he gives out the 
expences immediately, when we are call'd to disburſe, 
and leaſt expeRing it. 

Laſtly, The eminent \hining-profeſſors, let fear of 
(ſhame, diſgracc, diſhonour to your ſelf and Maſter pro- 
mote you to be "forthcoming for the Maſters praiſe, in 
word ,thought and deed, as to be pradiical in patience, 
temperance, holineſs, and ſummariſy make- it all your 
work, how ye may be to his glory, who has taken ſo. 
much pains upon you. | 
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